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followers and closest friends abandon him 
in his time of need.  We hear the prayer of 
love, in spite of the events to come, to  
accept whatever God's plan is for him.  
We grimace at the details of the beatings 
and the death on the cross. In the depths 
of our hearts, we know why he would  
endure this-love. 
 It is perhaps the events in the Garden 
of Gethsemane that we realize both the 
humanity and unwavering love of Jesus.  It 
is in the garden that we hear his prayer, a 
calling to his Father for the strength to 
accept the fate that is soon to befall him.  
It is the last opportunity he would ever 
have to avoid his fate; yet he remains,  
humanly troubled yet divinely willing.  
We listen to him chastise his followers-
and us-for sleeping when he needs us the 
most.  It is in knowing that he needs us as 
much as we should need him-that his love 
for us is forever and pure-that we truly 
begin to understand the pain he was about 
to endure. 
 We are reminded in the Catechism  
of the Catholic Church that it is in the 
passion of Christ that sin is most  
manifested and displayed (CCC 1851).  
The crowds calling for his death, Pilate’s 
indifference, the beatings by the guards, 

Sunday Brunch Today 

For Operation Rice Bowl  
The Grad/YP group will be making a  
simple pancake and juice breakfast  
following the 11:15 am Mass today!  We 
ask that you please donate what you 
would normally spend on brunch to the 
Operation Rice Bowl project instead.  This 
is a great way to make a donation to Rice 
Bowl and have some great company! 
 

Chrism Mass Tuesday 
Join a contingent from St. Paul’s on  
Tuesday, April 7th, as we travel to  
St. Maria Goretti parish for the Diocesan 
Chrism Mass.  This is a beautiful liturgy in 
which Bishop Morlino will consecrate and 
bless the holy oils to be used for the year 
in all of the parishes, and all of the priests 
of the diocese will renew their priestly 
vows.  This plans to be an awesome  
opportunity to enter into Holy Week 
more deeply with the Bishop, priests, and 
lay faithful of the diocese!  We will depart 
from St. Paul’s around 5:00 pm on Tuesday 
and grab dinner before heading to the 
west side for the Mass.  Interested in  
attending?  Get in touch with Liz at 
lplanton@uwcatholic.org.  

Church Visits On Holy 

Thursday 
This is an ancient tradition where the 
faithful visit different churches follow-
ing Mass on Holy Thursday to venerate 
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament as  
the Triduum begins.  St. Paul’s will be 
leading groups to visit churches around 
the city of Madison to participate in this 
beautiful devotion following the Mass  
of the Lord’s Supper on Thursday, April 
9th.  If you are interested in joining us, 
please get in touch with Liz at  
lplanton@uwcatholic.org.   

 

Palm  

Sunday Of 

The Lord's  

Passion 
 It is triumph and tragedy.  It is  
exultation and condemnation.  It is a 
story of unification, and of abandon-
ment, of love and excruciating suffering 
like nothing we can imagine.  Today we 
share together the triumphant entrance 
into Jerusalem, greeted as a king with 
waving palms and shouts of Hosanna!  
We listen almost in disbelief as his  

What Is Triduum And 
Why Would You Want 
To Be There? 
 

The Easter Triduum -- Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Easter Sunday beginning with the 
Great Vigil on Saturday night -- these are the 
HIGH HOLY DAYS of Church, when we 
solemnly mark and rejoice that Christ has 
SAVED humanity, (including YOU) through 
his death and resurrection.   
 

 Holy Thursday, the Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper is the entrance to these three days.  
Beginning this night, the Church’s 
presumption is that normal life ceases.  There 
is only ONE service in order that we will all be 
together, at which the priest washes feet, as 
Jesus did for his disciples.  At the close, the 

Blessed Sacrament and the tabernacle light are removed in 
solemn procession to a chapel of repose in Newman Hall, 
which is set up for quiet prayer into the night, as we move 
toward remembering the passion celebrated on Good Friday 
through scripture proclamation and veneration of the cross.  
 

 The Great Vigil on Saturday is our watch for the risen 
Lord, who comes forth from the darkness into the Easter  
 

 

dawn.  At this service, we read the great proclamations of the 
church (the Creation Story, Abraham and Isaac, the parting of 
the Red Sea, and more).  We baptize those entering the church 
with full immersion, and confirm all who have been preparing.  
Triduum is the culmination of the ENTIRE liturgical year is 
considered ONE celebration that extends through three days.  
There is no dismissal Thursday night, no greeting and no 
dismissal at the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good 
Friday, no greeting on Holy Saturday at the Great Vigil, but 
instead, the lighting of the fire in the dark, the invocation of 
those mysterious words:  “This is the Passover of the Lord... the 
Alpha and the Omega... to him be glory and power through 
every age, forever and ever!”   
 
 From the close of the Holy Thursday Mass, to the end of 
the Great Vigil, the church encourages us to fast.  We are also 
required to abstain from meat on Friday.  Why would you 
bother?  EVERY major religious tradition has days of fasting.  
It is one of the most effective ways to draw our attention to 
God and make the Holy days different from every other day.  If 
we really feel excitement and awe for what takes place in the 
darkness between Saturday and Sunday, we WANT to fast, as 
when we are in love, or engrossed in something, we fast 
because we are no longer hungry, but utterly filled with 
something else.  The paschal fast is being so filled WITH GOD 
that nothing else is wanted.  Other things only distract.  Our 
High Holy Days are upon us.  Where will YOU be? 



the abandonment by Peter and the  
disciples; through all of this, it is Christ’s 
death on the cross, in which he accepted 
and offered redemption for all of our sins, 
that we turn to today and every day.   
 

Forty Hours for Life 
Madison Vigil for Life and Pro-Life WI are 
hosting a 40 hour prayer vigil outside the 
UW Hospital starting on Wednesday, 
April 8th at 8:00 pm and ending on Good 
Friday, April 10th at noon.  The vigil  
encompasses both Holy Thursday and 
part of Good Friday, corresponding with 
Christians’ commemoration of the Christ’s 
passion and death.  And so, just as our 
Lord desperately prayed to the Father, 
crying bitter tears of betrayal in the  
Garden of Gethsemane as His innocent 
and perfect life was about to be destroyed, 
we invite you to the UW Hospital to keep 
watch and pray for an end to destruction 
of human life at the Madison Surgery  
Center.  
 We also invite Christians around 
Wisconsin who cannot make the vigil to 
join in prayer solidarity.  To sign up for 
vigil hours, contact Steve Karlen at 
steve@vigilforlife.org or 608-445-2063. . 

Bless are they who come in the name of 
the Lord.  Am I being called to proclaim 

Jesus as a priest, deacon, brother, or  
sister?  (Mark 11:1-10) 

Holy Week ScheduleHoly Week ScheduleHoly Week ScheduleHoly Week Schedule    
    

Palm Sunday Palm Sunday Palm Sunday Palm Sunday     
9:00 am,11:15 am,  6:00 pm and 9:00 pm Mass9:00 am,11:15 am,  6:00 pm and 9:00 pm Mass9:00 am,11:15 am,  6:00 pm and 9:00 pm Mass9:00 am,11:15 am,  6:00 pm and 9:00 pm Mass    

Monday Monday Monday Monday ---- Tuesday 12:05 pm and 5:00 Mass Tuesday 12:05 pm and 5:00 Mass Tuesday 12:05 pm and 5:00 Mass Tuesday 12:05 pm and 5:00 Mass    
Wednesday 12:05 pm MassWednesday 12:05 pm MassWednesday 12:05 pm MassWednesday 12:05 pm Mass    

9:00 pm Solemn Vespers and 9:00 pm Solemn Vespers and 9:00 pm Solemn Vespers and 9:00 pm Solemn Vespers and     
9:30 pm Candlelight Mass with Adoration and Confession9:30 pm Candlelight Mass with Adoration and Confession9:30 pm Candlelight Mass with Adoration and Confession9:30 pm Candlelight Mass with Adoration and Confession    

Holy Thursday 7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s SupperHoly Thursday 7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s SupperHoly Thursday 7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s SupperHoly Thursday 7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper    
Good Friday 1:00 pm Passion of the LordGood Friday 1:00 pm Passion of the LordGood Friday 1:00 pm Passion of the LordGood Friday 1:00 pm Passion of the Lord    

Divine Mercy 3:00pm and Stations of the Cross 5:45 pmDivine Mercy 3:00pm and Stations of the Cross 5:45 pmDivine Mercy 3:00pm and Stations of the Cross 5:45 pmDivine Mercy 3:00pm and Stations of the Cross 5:45 pm    
Easter Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection 8:00 pmEaster Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection 8:00 pmEaster Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection 8:00 pmEaster Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection 8:00 pm    

Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday    
9:00 am, 11:15 am, 6:00 pm, and 9:00 pm Mass9:00 am, 11:15 am, 6:00 pm, and 9:00 pm Mass9:00 am, 11:15 am, 6:00 pm, and 9:00 pm Mass9:00 am, 11:15 am, 6:00 pm, and 9:00 pm Mass    

Confession during Holy Week:  Half Hour Before Every Confession during Holy Week:  Half Hour Before Every Confession during Holy Week:  Half Hour Before Every Confession during Holy Week:  Half Hour Before Every     
Scheduled Mass and Monday, April 6th 6:00 pm to 7:00 pmScheduled Mass and Monday, April 6th 6:00 pm to 7:00 pmScheduled Mass and Monday, April 6th 6:00 pm to 7:00 pmScheduled Mass and Monday, April 6th 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm    

Holy Week’s Readings  
Holy Thursday  

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14; Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 
17-18; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15 

Good Friday  
Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 
25; Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9; John 18:1-19, 42 

Easter Vigil Saturday  
Genesis 1:1-2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a; Psalm 104:1-2a, 
5-6, 10, 12-14, 24, 35c; Or Psalm 33:4-7, 12-13, 
20, 22 
Genesis 22:1-18 or 22:1-9a, 10-13, 15-18; Psalm 
16:5, 8-11 
Exodus 14:15-15:1; (Psalm) Exodus 15:1-6,17-18 
Isaiah 54:5-14; Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b 
Isaiah 55:1-11; (Psalm) Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 
Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4; Psalm 19:8-11 
Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28; Psalm 42L3, 5bcd; 
43:3-4: (Psalm) Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 ; or 
Psalm 51:12-15, 18-19 
Romans 6:3-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 16ab-17, 22-23: 
Mark 16:1-7 

Easter Sunday  
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 16ab-17,  
22-23; Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corinthians 
5:6b-8; John 20:1-9 or 41; Mark 16:1-7 or 
Luke 24:13-35 

Mini Courses Spring 2009 
 

Love & Responsibility 
Fr. Eric Nielsen 

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm April 1st-29th 
Kutchera Library 

Over a four week period, Fr. Eric will explore the major themes of Love and  
Responsibility, written by Karol Wojtyla before he became Pope John Paul II.   

This book is an eloquent defense of Catholic tradition in the sphere of family life and 
sexual morality.  Central to Wojtyla’s argument is the personalistic view of marriage  

and of sexual relations in which the well-being and self-realization of each partner are  
of overriding importance to the other. It is only within this framework that the full  
purpose of marriage can be realized. Learn about Pope John Paul II’s view of human 

sexuality, divorce, birth control, and pre-marital sex.  
 

Compassion 
Michael Havercamp 

Tuesdays at 3:30 pm March 31st-May 
Kutchera Library 

Learn about how compassion is the expression of God’s love for us and how  
compassion can come alive through us in prayer and action.   

This course is based on Henri Nouwen’s provocative essay that places compassion at the 
heart of Christian life as a counterbalance and a challenge to a world governed far too 

long by principles of power and control.   
Together we will explore three essential themes:  

• 1) The Compassionate God- examining the nature and mission of Christ and what 
he tells us about the Father.  

• 2) The Compassionate Life- the roles and meaning behind community, displace-
ment and togetherness.  

• 3) The Compassionate Way- Patience, Prayer and Action.  
 

For more information:  Contact Andrea Eddy at aeddy@uwcatholic.org.  


